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as we have seen too often lately, these pre-
cursors to violence and the murder of inno-
cents have not been eradicated. We have
seen a resurgence of anti-Semitism in many
places in Europe. We have seen religious ex-
tremists in the Middle East and elsewhere car-
rying out horrendous atrocities against others
in the misused name of their God. We have
seen ethnic differences lead to genocide in Af-
rica—a tragic event whose 10th anniversary
we marked just a few days ago.

Mr. Speaker, let us recommit ourselves to
fight against the intolerance and bigotry that
led to the Holocaust and that continues to
produce such suffering and tragedy in our
world. Let us recommit ourselves to respect
for individual differences and to fight for
human rights.

——————
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, today marks
the national commemoration of Holocaust Re-
membrance Day. Today the Congress will
stop to remember the six million Jews mur-
dered in the Holocaust. That dark time in his-
tory taught us lessons which we must always
remember, and which must guide our future.
We know the depths to which humanity can
descend; we know how millions of people can
embrace evil; and we know that it must never
happen again.

Indeed, from that terrible moment in history,
the world took up a battle cry against bigotry
and hatred: “Never again.” As the world’s only
superpower, it is our responsibility to make
that statement an element of our foreign pol-
icy. The United States must be ever vigilant in
preventing genocide, as we did in Kosovo. We
must be willing to stand up quickly and force-
fully to the ideology of hate, wherever we find
it.

We must be vigilant at home, as well. This
vigilance requires us to tell the story of the
Holocaust to each other and to our children.
We owe nothing less to the survivors and to
the brave men who fought to liberate the
Ghettos and the death camps. We also owe
this debt to the men and women who, in the
midst of Holocaust, stood out as some of hu-
manity’s brightest lights: Raoul Wallenberg
and Per Anger provided nearly 100,000 Hun-
garian Jews with fake passports and other
tools to escape Nazi persecution. Oskar
Schindler's employment of Polish Jews spared
thousands from death. In Denmark, entire fish-
ing communities helped ferry almost 90 per-
cent of Denmark’s Jews to safety in Sweden.
These stories must be told.

On this day when the Congress stops to re-
member the six million people slaughtered in
the Holocaust, | hope that we also recall these
incredible stories of courage and of the good
that humanity can achieve, even in the midst
of unspeakable horror.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to call
the attention of the House to the Day of Re-
membrance for the Heroes and Martyrs of the
Holocaust. Today is the National Commemo-
ration day, and the Rotunda of the Capitol
again will serve as the focal point of America’s
obligation to remember. Sadly, the Holocaust
is not old news, even though the last camp
was liberated in 1945, even though the last
victim was killed in 1945, even though the
Nazi regime fell in 1945.

Unfortunately Mr. Speaker, the Holocaust is
a current event. It is not then, it is now. It is
today, it is this moment. Today in America,
Holocaust survivors are still struggling to win
back their lost property and overdue com-
pensation. Today in Europe, on the same
streets the Nazis declared Judenrein—Jew-
free—Jews are again being attacked and as-
saulted. Today around the world, newspapers
and media outlets are spewing vicious, ven-
omous anti-Semitic lies and incitement. Today
in other countries, ethnic cleansing is taking
place. Today, intolerance, xenophobia, racism,
and anti-Semitism are realities in our world,
and we cannot ignore this fact.

Our obligation as a nation which has adopt-
ed the ethos of “Never Again,” at a very bare
minimum, is to remember. Our national com-
mitment to remember the Holocaust is worth
reflecting on and is something we can be
proud of as long as we remain vigilant and
aware of the unique nature of this tragedy in
human history.

The American people’s commitment is em-
bodied in the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum and its ongoing mission. The American
public also gives generously to non-profit
groups that develop and share Holocaust edu-
cation programs around the country. And most
importantly, the United States remains an ac-
tive and vocal supporter of universal human
rights and guardian against the continued risk
of genocide. There is, unfortunately, a jus-
tification for this activity beyond good
heartedness.

The shame of this country’s refusal to either
admit Jewish refugees from Nazi persecution
or even to bomb the railway lines to the con-
centration camps will forever remain a
blackmark on our national honor. While this
loathsome chapter of our national history can-
not be unwritten, we can and must pursue
policies that ensure such tragedies never
occur again. Refugees continue to deserve the
protection and assistance of the United States,
and we must never be afraid to intervene to
prevent genocide or ethnic cleansing.

We must also continue to build and
strengthen the bonds of friendship and support
between this nation and the State of Israel,
which emerged out of the ashes of the Holo-
caust. While much of the world quibbles over,
or disputes entirely, the right of the Jewish
people to establish a state in their historic
homeland, the United States has never for a
moment doubted the rightness and morality of
this enterprise or questioned the right of the
Jewish people to have a state of their own. In-
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deed, many of those states which either as-
sisted the Nazis in the liquidation of their Jew-
ish populations, or simply sat by quietly as the
Nazis fulfilled their vicious agenda, are today
among Israel’s most vigorous critics.

By contrast, the United States is, and | hope
always will be, Israel’s closest ally and friend
in the international community. | am proud of
America’s support for Israel, and | think it is no
coincidence that the United States and this
Congress do so much answer the call of
memory the Holocaust demands.

Today in the Capitol we recall the stark
facts of the Holocaust: that in the years be-
tween 1933 and 1945, a modern, cultured,
Western nation transformed from a democracy
into a dictatorship; that this dictatorship initi-
ated a war not only against the nations of Eu-
rope, but against the Jewish people; that to
fulfill the mandate of genocide Nazi Germany
established ghettos, special military killing
units, a bureaucracy to manage the construc-
tion and operation of the concentration camps,
slave labor camps and extermination camps,
and a transportation system to bring Europe’s
Jews to their doom; and that at the end of the
Nazis’ regime, their campaign of persecution
and annihilation had systematically murdered
some 6,000,000 innocent Jews.

Mr. Speaker, we must remember this. To ig-
nore the Holocaust is to risk its repetition and
to clear a path for deniers and bigots and their
agenda of hate. The Holocaust must be re-
membered. As a moral nation, we can do no
less.

————

COMMEMORATION OF HOLOCAUST
REMEMBRANCE DAY

HON. TIM HOLDEN

OF PENNSYLVANIA
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Thursday, April 22, 2004

Mr. HOLDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as
we join together at the United States Capitol
to observe the national commemoration of
Holocaust Remembrance Day.

Also known as Yom HaShoah, a Hebrew
term for “The Holocaust,” this is an inter-
nationally recognized day set aside each year
to remember the victims of the Holocaust and
to remind each of us what can happen when
bigotry and hatred are not confronted.

The Holocaust’'s magnitude of destruction
with more than 12 million deaths—6 million
Jews, including 1.5 million children (more than
2/3 of European Jewry) and 6 million others—
challenges comprehension. Studying the Holo-
caust presents a framework of many relevant
moral issues. The Holocaust illustrates the
consequences of prejudice, racism and stereo-
typing on a society. It forces us to examine
the responsibilities of citizenship and confront
the powerful ramifications of indifference and
inaction. The Holocaust also shows us how a
combination of events and attitudes can erode
a society’s democratic values.

As we commemorate Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, we must acknowledge that anti-
Semitism and other dangers still exist. Acts of
anti-Semitism in countries throughout the
world, including some of the world’s strongest
democracies, have increased significantly in
frequency and scope over the last several
years. During the first 3 months of 2004, there
were numerous instances of anti-Semitic vio-
lence around the world. For instance:
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